Eyelid metastasis from breast cancer showing marked response to chemotherapy.
A patient with recurrent breast cancer, who was diagnosed with eyelid metastasis as a part of systemic metastases and in whom systemic chemotherapy was markedly effective, is reported. A 50-year-old woman underwent a radical mastectomy for stage II breast cancer in October, 1988. Histologically, the tumor was invasive lobular carcinoma. In October, 1993, the patient consulted our hospital complaining primarily of swelling of the left eyelid and restriction of movement in the left eye. Metastasis from breast cancer was diagnosed on eyelid biopsy. On further examination, metastases were detected in the liver, bone, orbit, peritoneum and pleura. Systemic combined chemotherapy consisting of cyclophosphamide, adriamycin and 5-fluorouracil was administered intravenously at intervals of three weeks. Complete responses were obtained in the eyelid and peritoneal metastases after three courses, and in the liver metastasis after five courses. Partial responses were also observed in the bone and pleural metastases. The incidence of eyelid metastasis from breast cancer is very low, one case only having been previously reported in Japan and 34 cases abroad. Most of these cases were treated locally by surgical resection or radiotherapy, but the mean survival period was only 14 months, ranging from two months to four years. Eyelid metastasis from breast cancer should be regarded as a manifestation of systemic spread of the tumor and, in principle, treated by systemic therapy.